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THE HARROW HILL TRUST 
Caring for the heritage of the Hill and its future 

 
Planning Department 
Harrow Council 
Civic Centre, Station Road 
Harrow  
HA1 2UY    
 
 

Via email to: planning.applications@harrow.gov.uk    
                    cc Ward councillors      

  

RE: P/2483/21  Harrow School Site to Northern Edge of Upper Redding Fields, Harrow on the Hill 
 
The information provided would appear to be lacking considerable information.  
 
A new structure is referred to as “The proposed mound (indicative)” but no elevations are provided, 
and no indication of height is given.  
 
There are no details of the materials to be used for the mound – is it the excavated material from the 
sports centre development? It mentions that the path is to be created by hand without heavy 
machinery but what about the proposed mound? How is the material getting there?  
 
The heritage statement only refers to the Harrow School Conservation Area, whilst useful, it is not 
the closest conservation area to the proposed development, that being the Roxborough Park and the 
Grove Conservation Area.  
 
The drawings are not clear about the many substantial mature trees on the northern boundary, five 
of which have bat roosting potential. The design and access statement (DAS), 4.2, states all existing 
trees are to be retained, but the Ecological Assessment Report (EAR), 4.4 p.13, states that the 
proposals will result in the loss of 12 black poplar trees. According to the Sussex Wildlife Trust  
 
https://assets.sussexwildlifetrust.org.uk/black-poplar.pdf  
 

“Helping our Rarest Native Timber Tree, the Black Poplar   -   Black Poplar Under Threat  
  
There are only 38 mature Black poplar trees (Populus nigra ssp.betulifolia) left in Sussex and 
only around 10,000 trees left in the UK. The genetic diversity of the remaining trees is very 
limited and new diseases have recently wiped-out whole swathes of the species in Manchester.    
Without  a  concerted  effort  to  protect  existing  trees,  to  plant saplings  and  restore  habitats  
to  enable  natural  reproduction, Black poplars could very soon become extinct in the UK.” 
 
The tree is also valuable for wildlife and has over 100 specialist insects associated with  
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it. Moth species include the hornet moth, wood leopard moth, poplar hawk moth and the figure 
of eight. Catkins provide an early source of nectar for bees and the seeds are enjoyed by 
finches. The rare migrant butterflies the large tortoiseshell and the Camberwell beauty rely 
upon poplar and elm species for their food plants. A decline in both of these tree species has 
resulted in these butterflies becoming extinct in the UK.” 

 
 
Black poplar trees 
forming very 
significant 
shielding of the 
town centre high 
rise flat 
developments 
from the public 
footpath.  
 
 
 
 

 
Keeping the black poplar trees and adding an arboretum of native trees would firstly preserve the 
existing native biodiversity and then increase it.  It would also maintain shielding throughout the 
process. 
 
There is no mention of signage.  
 
There is no mention of public enjoyment. Given the proposed footpath joins public footpath 61 does 
that mean that the School is following the NPPF para 100? “Planning policies and decisions should 
protect and enhance public rights of way and access, including taking opportunities to provide 
better facilities for users, for example by adding links to existing rights of way networks including 
National Trails.”   Also, para 92 (c) and para 93 (a) and (b)? Also para 98 “Access to a network of 
high quality open spaces and opportunities for sport and physical activity is important for the health 
and well-being of communities……..”? Also, NPPF para 145 “Once Green Belts have been 
defined, local planning authorities should plan positively to enhance their beneficial use, such as 
looking for opportunities to provide access…….”?  
 
Or will the proposed new path development not be consistent with those planning policies and 
signage be placed accordingly?  
 
We suggest that a revised application is made following discussions with the tree officers of the 
Council, and that the Council and applicant make the most of the opportunity to enhance the native 
biodiversity and to enhance public enjoyment and health, as per the numerus planning guidelines.  
 
Yours sincerely 
 

Paul Catherall 
Paul Catherall 
Chair, Harrow Hill Trust Planning Committee 


